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Organizational Profile

Children’s Advocacy Center
http://www.cacsp.org/
Submitted by: Sharyn Pittman
Overview/Background

The Children’s Advocacy Center provides an array of services to child victims of sexual abuse and their families who live in Spartanburg, Cherokee and Union Counties.  The goal is to make the services as child friendly as possible.  At the Center, all services involved in serving abused children come together in a cohesive manner that effectively attend to children who are abused.  These services consist of forensic assessments, medical examinations, child abuse response team, and therapy.

Operation

The Children’s Advocacy Center in Spartanburg is an old fashioned home.  The setup is very child friendly with colorful wall paper, furniture, and toys.  With a child friendly atmosphere, it makes it easy on abused child to be at ease.  Here the child is interviewed one time.  Trained therapist administers the questions in an open ended approach in which the children are guided into answering the questions.  This makes talking about the issue easier for the child.  The interview is showed on a television so that the social worker and a representative of the criminal justice system may watch.  This is beneficial for the child in that he does not have to repeat the events of his/her abuse in different settings to different strangers.  Once a week, the multi-disciplinary team assembles to discuss the particular case of child abuse.  This team consists of the forensic interviewer, the medical examiner, the child abuse response team, and the therapist.  
Funding Structure

· United Way of the Piedmont
· In-Kind Gifts Center
· Fundraising/Annual Campaign

· Donations

Future Goals

· More funding would allow for expansion and serving more children
Impact on Indicators

· Health- Child abuse often results in mental trauma, and problems within the family.  Without proper therapy for the child and the family, emotional problems take place. 
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