
milestones
Social Environment covers a wide range of indicators from crime to our senior population to teen 
pregnancy and transportation. There are many challenges in this goal area. However, according 
to a survey done of community leaders, Spartanburg County has achieved many milestones in our 
social environment. Some include: 

�� ��VSP Club Senior Center, Chesnee 

�� ��SC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy Partnership

�� ��Hot Spot Skate Park

�� ��United Way’s Gifts in Kind Center

�� ��New CC Woodson Community Center

�� ��Adoption of the Spartanburg Area Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan

�� ��Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Coalition

�� ��Duke Endowment Grant to implement “Nurse
Family Partnerships”

�� ��Increased traffi c enforcement in neighborhoods

�� ��Partnerships to provide targeted and creative efforts 
to reduce youth violence

�� ��Shop N’ Cart grocery delivery business for seniors

�� ��ReGenesis “Birth Matters” Community based
Doula Program

�� ��AmeriCorps VISTA Program

quotes

goal areas

G O A L  A R E A  5 :  social environment
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���� ����������������� (domestic violence,
single parent homes, etc.)

���� ������������� (adolescent pregnancy,
children living in poverty, child abuse, etc.)

���� �������������� (poverty, health, access to care, etc.)
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���� •����� (adult and juvenile)

G O A L  A R E A  1:  education
Our children will excel academically, and our citizens will demonstrate high 
levels of baccalaureate degree attainment, rendering Spartanburg the best 
educated county in the state.

G O A L  A R E A  2 :  economy
Our citizens will have access to living wage jobs and our communities will
be economically viable.

G O A L  A R E A  3 :  public health
Our citizens will be increasingly healthy, demonstrating decreasing incidence 
and prevalence of health risk factors and poor health outcomes.

G O A L  A R E A  4 :  natural environment
Our citizens will manage our natural resources in a way that will support 
current and future generations.

G O A L  A R E A  6 :  community engagement
Our citizens will have access to opportunities for civic engagement that 
promote community well being and an enriched quality of life.

Photo by Glen Woodfi n

“The costs of teen pregnancy to our community are e n o r m o u s . For 
example, teens who become mothers have lower levels of educational 
a t t a i n m e n t  and are more likely to drop out of high school. Teen mothers 
have reduced earning p o t e n t i a l  and are more likely to live in poverty. Teen 
mothers have more pregnancy-related complications, and their babies are 
less healthy. In addition to these devastating social costs, teen child-bearing 
carries a s t a g g e r i n g  economic cost: approximately $10,714,800 each year 
in Spartanburg County alone.” 

P H I L I P  B E L C H E R ,
President,

Mary Black Foundation

“While we are excited about our i m p r o v e m e n t  on fighting crime, none 
of us can afford to become complacent. The success of future efforts to 
e n h a n c e  the safety of our community requires continued engagement of 
those affiliated with neighborhoods, faith groups, education and nonprofit 
organizations. Law enforcement must work c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  with the 
community as well as all facets of government.”

A .  T O N Y  F I S H E R
Spartanburg Public Safety Director



k e y  m e a s u r e s c o u n t y
s t a t u s i n d i c a t o r  d e t a i l

i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  a n d  c h i l d  d e a t h

Child death rate Worse
Spartanburg County’s child death rate of 26.7 (per 
100,000) exceeds the state rate and peer county rates.

Infant mortality rate Worse
Infant mortality rates in Spartanburg exceed the state 
average as total rate and across all races.

Infant mortality compared to peer counties Worse
Of peer counties, only Charleston had higher infant 
mortality.

f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e

Child abuse rates No Change Child abuse rates are likely underreported.

Child abuse investigations No Change

There were 392 substantiated investigations for child 
abuse and neglect, involving 663 children (1% of the 
county’s children), in Spartanburg County in FY 2006-
2007, about the same rate as in peer counties and the 
state average.

Elder abuse No Change
As many as one in seven seniors nationwide experience 
elder abuse, usually at the hands of a family member.

Homicides by domestic violence No Change
S.C. ranks eighth in the nation for the number of 
homicides caused by criminal domestic violence.  

c h i l d  c a r e

Children requiring childcare No Change 40% of children in Spartanburg County require childcare.

Early childhood credentials No Change
Statewide, 52% of child care providers have no early 
childhood credential of any kind.

NAEYC- accredited childcare Worse
There are no childcare centers open to the general 
public in Spartanburg that are NAEYC- accredited.

s e n i o r s  b y  a g e  a n d  i n c o m e

Senior population Increasing
Annually since 2003, the percentage of seniors in the 
County population has increased, demonstrating that 
the median age of the county population is increasing.  

Population median age compared to state and 
national median age

Increasing
The population is older in Spartanburg County as 
compared to the state and national median age, and it 
is increasing at a steeper rate.

Senior population income Worse
Income for seniors in Spartanburg County is lower than 
for seniors statewide and nationally.

m a t e r n a l  e d u c a t i o n

Mother’s education level Worse
In Spartanburg County, 24% of births in 2003 and
27% in 2006 were to mothers with less than a high 
school education.

Mother’s education level compared to state and
peer counties

Worse
Spartanburg County has a higher percentage of babies 
born to mothers with less than a high school education 
than the state average and all peer counties.

k e y  m e a s u r e s c o u n t y
s t a t u s i n d i c a t o r  d e t a i l

e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t a i n m e n t

High school graduates Better
Percentage of residents age 25 and over who are high 
school graduates or higher increased slightly (0.4%) 
from 2005-2007 period to 2006-2008 period.

High school graduates compared to state and nation Worse
Spartanburg falls 3.6% below the state average and 
6.0% below the national average for residents who are 
high school graduates or higher.

Percent of bachelor’s degrees Better
Percentage of residents age 25 and over who hold 
bachelor’s degrees or higher increased 1.3% from 
2005-2007 period to 2006-2008 period.

Percent of bachelor’s degrees
compared to state and nation

Worse
Spartanburg falls 3.3% below the state average and 
7.5% below the national average for residents who 
hold bachelor’s degrees or higher.

Number of degrees awarded in Spartanburg County Better
Number of degrees awarded by area post-secondary 
institutions has increased substantially, with the
greatest increase in healthcare fi elds.

Dropout rate compared to peer counties Worse
Spartanburg has a higher dropout rate than 22
counties, including Greenville and Richland Counties.

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

Vehicles available compared to peer counties, state 
and nation

Better
A greater percentage of working persons in Spartan-
burg County have vehicles available to them, compared 
to peer counties, the state and the nation.

Use of public transportation No Change
For working persons who have no vehicle available to 
them, a signifi cant portion takes public transportation 
to get to work.

Use of public transportation compared to peer 
counties

Worse

Compared to peer counties, the state and the nation, 
Spartanburg County has the lowest percentage of 
workers without vehicles available who take public 
transportation to work.

leading i n d i c a t o r s secondary i n d i c a t o r s crosscutting i n d i c a t o r s teen pregnancy

social indicators

k e y  m e a s u r e s c o u n t y 
s t a t u s i n d i c a t o r  d e t a i l

f a m i l y  i n c o m e

Median family income Worse
Spartanburg County has lower per capita, median 
household, and median family income than all peer 
counties and the state and national averages.

Children under 18 below the poverty level Worse

Compared to the national average, there are greater 
percentages of households, and families with children 
under 18, below poverty level in Spartanburg and 
other peer counties.

Single mother households Worse
40% of single-mother households are below poverty 
in Spartanburg County. This is higher than in peer 
counties and the nation.

t e e n  p r e g n a n c y

U.S. teen pregnancy rate Better
Teen pregnancy rates have decreased substantially 
over the last decade across the country and in S.C.

Pregnancy rate among 15 to 17 year olds in
Spartanburg County

Better
In Spartanburg County, the 2007 pregnancy rate 
among 15 to 17 year olds was the lowest it had 
been in ten years.

Pregnancy rate among 18 and 19 year olds in 
Spartanburg County

Worse
The pregnancy rate for 18 and 19 year olds was 
almost the highest it has been in ten years in 
Spartanburg County.

Spartanburg County teen pregnancy rate compared 
to peer counties and state average

Worse

The teen birth rate for Spartanburg County in 2005-
2007 was 59.3 (per 100,000). This exceeded the 
state teen birth rate and rates for all peer counties 
for all age groups.

Spartanburg County repeat teen pregnancies Worse
Spartanburg County ranks 8th among the 44 S.C. 
counties measured for repeat teen pregnancies.

Teen pregnancy rates among African Americans No Change
Rates of teen pregnancy continue to be signifi cantly 
higher among African Americans than among whites.

f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e

Married-couple households Better
Spartanburg County has a slightly higher percentage 
of family households headed by married-couples 
(51.2%) than peer counties, the state and the nation.

Spartanburg County single mothers compared to 
peer counties

Better
In 2006, 37.2% of Spartanburg County babies 
were born to single mothers. This is the lowest rate 
among peer counties, the state and the nation.

Race disparity for single mothers No Change

There is a signifi cant disparity by race for babies 
born to single mothers with 71.1% of Spartanburg 
County’s African American and other non-white 
babies born to single mothers and 24.5% of white 
babies born to single mothers.

Grandparents caring for grandchildren No Change

Signifi cant numbers of grandparents in Spartanburg 
County are responsible for the welfare of their 
grandchildren. The same social phenomenon holds 
true for peer counties, the state and the nation.

Poverty rate for grandparents caring for grandchildren Worse

Grandparents who are raising grandchildren experience 
poverty at a higher rate than their contemporaries 
who are not raising grandchildren.  In fact, 29.6% of 
Spartanburg County grandparents who are raising 
grandchildren have below-poverty level incomes.

v i o l e n t  a n d  n o n - v i o l e n t  c r i m e

County’s violent crime compared to peer counties Better
Spartanburg has a lower rate of violent crime than 
peer counties.

County’s property crime compared to peer counties Better
Of peer counties, only Greenville had a lower rate of 
property crimes.

Juvenile cases Worse
Juvenile cases in Spartanburg County increased 
from 1,053 to 1,122 or by 7% in the last Fiscal Year.  

Juvenile violent cases Worse
13% of juvenile cases sent to the solicitor in Spar-
tanburg County were for violent or serious crimes, 
exceeding the state average (9%).

County’s juvenile arrests compared to peer counties Better
Of peer counties, only Richland had a lower rate of 
juvenile arrests for violent crimes and property crimes.

Gang related crime Worse
Though still a small portion of total crime, gang-
related crime has increased dramatically throughout 
S.C. in recent years.

Key variables that refl ect social states and that 
are used to predict future social trends.

Other variables that have direct impact on social 
issues, or that derive from leading indicators.

Leading indicators in more than one 
discipline (such as health and economy).

2006-2008
FAMILY INCOME ESTIMATES

SPT GVL RICH CHAS S.C. U.S.

PER CAPITA INCOME* $22,797 $26,133 $26,355 $30,457 $23,668 $27,466 

MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME* $43,207 $47,408 $49,047 $49,118 $44,326 $52,175 

MEDIAN FAMILY INCOME* $54,384 $59,290 $62,428 $62,433 $54,710 $63,211 

FAMILIES BELOW POVERTY 
LEVEL (with children <18) 16.30% 15.30% 13.60% 18.30% 18.30% 14.90%

MARRIED COUPLE HOUSEHOLD 6.00% 5.80% 3.20% 4.90% 6.40% 6.40%

FEMALE HOUSEHOLD
(no husband present) 40.00% 36.30% 31.80% 39.90% 41.10% 36.50%

HOUSEHOLDS BELOW
POVERTY LEVEL 14.00% 12.50% 13.40% 14.60% 15.10% 12.50%

HOUSEHOLDS BELOW POVERTY 
LEVEL (receiving food stamps) 59.70% 55.60% 57.30% 64.20% 60.00% 56.70%

*In 2008 infl ation adjusted dollars. American Community Survey.

1997, 2004, 2007
TEEN PREGNANCY,

SPARTANBURG COUNTY
1997 2004 2007 % CHANGE

2004-2007

TOTAL NUMBER

AGES 10-19 756 624 690 11.00%

INCIDENCE RATE PER 1,000

AGES 10-19 46.4 34.8 37.7 8.00%

BLACK 10-19 60.6 45.8 55.9 22.00%

WHITE 10-19 40.6 29.9 29.9 0.00%

AGES 15-17 60.9 40.9 38.7 -5.00%

AGES 18-19 125.4 114.9 122 6.00%

SC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy

2007
SC TEEN PREGNANCIES

 BY AGE GROUP
AGES 10-19 AGES 15-17 AGES 18-19

RANK NUMBER RATE NUMBER RATE NUMBER RATE

SPARTANBURG 26 690 37.7 219 38.7 460 122

GREENVILLE 33 977 34.7 331 38.2 621 107.6

RICHLAND 40 805 30.1 274 29.3 511 82

CHARLESTON 35 750 33.7 246 32.9 492 98.8

S.C. 10,754 36.5 3,401 36.5 7,154 115.1

*SC county rank by rate of 10-19 year old pregnancies (1=worst). SC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy

Annually since 2003, the percentage of seniors in the 
county population has increased, demonstrating that 
the median age of the county population in increasing. 
Further, the population is older in Spartanburg County as 
compared to the state and national median age, and it is 
increasing at a steeper rate.

According to the 2009 Kids Count Databook, 2007 
county rankings for childhood deaths indicate that 
Spartanburg had a child death rate of 26.7 (per 
100,000). This exceeded the state rate of 24.1, Richland 
County’s rate of 20.6, Greenville’s rate of 19.5, and 
Charleston’s rate of 26.0.

2006
BIRTHS TO SINGLE MOTHERS
(including paternity acknowledged)

SPT GVL RICH CHAS S.C.

% BABIES BORN
TO SINGLE MOTHERS 37.20% 38.50% 46.60% 43.40% 45.40%

% WHITE BABIES BORN
TO SINGLE MOTHERS 24.50% 29.30% 21.20% 21.70% 30.60%

% AA OR OTHER BABIES BORN 
TO SINGLE MOTHERS 71.10% 68.80% 65.30% 77.40% 72.00%


